Sirs,
We thank Radoslav Latinovic and Allison Streetly for their insightful comments 1 on our paper on trends in admissions for sickle cell disease (SCD) 2 . We agree with Latinovic and Streetly that more detailed analysis of admission patterns would be helpful in gaining a better understanding of the quality and efficiency of services for people with SCD. We are currently carrying out an individual-level analysis of admissions for SCD using linked data to examine factors such as the impact of repeat admissions on overall admission rates for SCD. We also agree with Latinovic and Streetly that the quality of local services will be important in influencing admission rates for SCD, as shown by their comment that South-East London, the area with the highest birth prevalence of SCD and an area noted for the quality of its services for the management of SCD, does not have the primary care trusts with the highest admission rates. Patients' perceptions of the quality of local services and the quality of their ambulatory care management may also influence their risk of SCD crises and other complications, and hence their risk of hospital admission
